
I o 2  PROCEEDINGS OF THE NORTH-WESTERN BRANCH. 

DISCUSSION. 
Dr. SYKES wished to say a few words on the remark of Mr. 

May as to a~ tion taken by the Society on Bills before Parlia- 
ment. He could assure the meeting that the Council of the 
Society took every Bill into ~etious consideration ; he might, 
for instance, cite as examples the Public Health Amendment 
Bill, the Infectious Disease (Notification) Bill, and the Public 
Health Metropolis Bill, all of which were debated by the 
Council, and amendments propo.*ed to the Government. 
With regard to the Census Bill also, Dr. Armstrong and him- 
self attended the Commiltee and laid s'tess upon the small 
area question, q he difficulty in taking the population was 
greater in propmtion to the smallness of the area. In deal- 
ing with insanitary areas, the first thing the medical officer of 
health wanted to know was the population, and it was usually 
the last thing he got. The permanent census office it was 
proposed to establish would probablyafford facility for health 
officers to obtain information readily, ahich they were now 
unable to get. The difficulty that the Society had in watch- 
ing ever legislation effectively was shown in the history of 
the recent Inland Customs and Revenue Act, Sect. 26, sub-s. 
2.* At the last moment, in deference to the wishes of the 
Irish members, a clause was amended in such a way as to put 
a special duty on medical officers of health without extra re- 
muneration. It is obviously impossible for members of the 
Society, unless they were actually in the House of Commons, 
under such circumstances to change matters. 

A vote  of  thanks was passed to Mr. May for his 
paper  and for the presidency of  the meeting,  and 
the Society adjourned to partake of a cold  collat ion 
at the  Midland  Hote l .  

THE INFFCTIOUS DISEASE NOTIFICATION ACT. 
- - F r o m  a recent  s ta tement  made  in the H o u s e  of  
C o m m o n s  it appears that out  of  a total populat ion 
o f  25,974,ooo no less than 19,316,ooo have  the  
advantage of the Act  ; this expressed in percentage 
is equal  to 74"3 per cent. 

*The Customs and Inland Revenue Act, r89o , 53 Vict., 
c. 8, see. 26, .'ubs 2, enacts : - - "  The assessment to inhabited 
house duty of any h~use originally built or adapted by 
additions or altezations, and used for the sole purppse ~f 
providing separate dwellings for tersons at rents not ex- 
eeed'ng- for each dwelling the rate of seven shiPings ar.d 
sixpence a week, and occupied only by persors payirg 
such rerts, shall he discharged by the said Commissioners, 
provided that a certificate ol the Medical Officer of Health 
for the district in which the house is situate, or other medical 
practitioner ~ppointed as hereirafter provided, shall be pro- 
duced and shc~wn to the effect that the house is so con- 
structed as to afford suitable accommodation for each of the 
families or persons inhabiting it, and that due pro~'isicn is 
made for the sanitary requirem*nts. "l'he medical tffieer of 
health of a district on request by the person who would 
be liable to pay the house duty on any house in the district, 
if the duty were not discharged as atoresaid, shall examine 
the house for the purpose of ascertaining whether such a 
certificate can property be given, and if the house be con- 
st~cted so us to afford such accommodation and due pro- 
vision be made as aforesaid, shall eeJtify the same accord- 
it~gly, provided that the authority, if they are of opinion 
that tlre duties which would dew,lye on the medical officer 
of health, under this section could not be performed by him 
~vithout interference wi~h the due performance of his ordirary 
duties, may appoint some other legally qualified medical 
practitior.er, having the qualification required for office of 
medical officer of health of the district, to make such ex. 
aminztions and give such certificates as aforesaid." 

P R O C E E D I N G S  OF THE N O R T H - W E S T E R N  
B R A N C H  OF THE S O C I E T Y  OF M E D I C A L  
O F F I C E R S  OF H E A L T H .  

THE ordinary month ly  mee t ing  o f  this b ranch  wa s 
held  at 44, J o h n  Dal ton Street, Manchester ,  on  
Friday, July  I I .  Dr. H o p e  (Liverpool)  president  
of  the branch,  was in the chair.  

T h e  minutes  of  the  last mee t ing  were read  and 
confirmed.  

Dr. Niven (Oldham) read a paper, of  which the 
following is an abstract : -  

ON SOME PREVENTABLE CAUSES OF DEATH IN 
OLDHAM. 

T h e  paper is in tended  to dea l  only with some 
causes of  death,  and is only a prel iminary to a 
more  thorough inquiry.  

T h e  general  situation, character ,  and subsoil of  
the town were described,  the  subsoil  being illus- 
trated by a map. 

T h e  first influence on the  death-rate  to be con- 
s idered is the  bleak cl imate,  causing an excess of  
deaths  except  in the  warm months ,  July, August ,  
and September.  This  is mos t  strikingly illustrated 
in the wave of  deaths from respiratory disease. T h e  
cl imat ic  death-rate is, however,  probably con- 
dit ional on the habits and  c i rcumstances  of  the 
population. 

In t emperance  must  be regarded  as an impor tant  
factor in the respiratory death-rate,  

A most  fertile cause of  deaths is the condi t ion of  
the older houses in the centre  of  the  town, and 
especially of  t h e  unvent i la ted  back t o  back houses. 
I t  is very difficult to e s t ima te  the  amount  o f  mor-  
tality so caused. Many  of  the people  from the 
lower class of  houses die in the  wolkhouse.  Further,  
these houses are in large propor t ion inhabi ted by 
Irish, whose habits and  modes  of  domest ic  life are 
acquired in their  miserable  homes  in Ireland.  It  
is a quest ion of most  serious import  how far those 
homes  are responsible for keeping down the 
character  of our industrial  towns ; and to what 
extent  this evil may be aver ted by the bui lding of  
bet ter  class houses for the  labourers  in I re land.  
T h e  quest ion of  the inf luence of  houses on the 
death-rate is compl ica ted  a n d  obscured by the 
social influences at work. T h e  people  living in the 
lowest class of  house are, general ly speaking, of  
more unstable character  and weaker  physiques, and 
therefore more liable to disease than those living in 
a better  class of  house. T h e  social qualities which 
may  he  considered as most  disastrous are careless- 
ness and ignorance,  combined  with intemperance.  

I t  is a quest ion of  importance,  probably only 
solvable by the local community ,  how far the indus- 
trial life of a large section of  the  female operatives 
operates to prevent  them acquir ing  the  habits neces- 
sary for the welfare of  their  husband  and children. 

Nevertheless,  the  houses themselves  must  pro- 
duce a deteriorat ing influence on the tenants, and it 
is noticeable that  when courts a r e . p a v e d  and so 
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arranged that they can be kept clean, the character 
of the tenants undergoes improvement. 

A number of putrefactive nuisances special to 
Oldham were gone into, with the steps necessary 
to remedy them. 

A matter of great consequence in Otdham is the 
damp subsoil in which the foundations of houses 
are laid. 

The subject was then considered from the point 
of view of an accomplished fact. The Oldham 
death-rate has dropped from 3 ° per I,ooo in 1872 , 
to about 20 per I,OOO in 1889, and a number of 
improvements were memioned which helped in the 
reduction. By far the most important was the 
cessation in the building of back to back houses in 
1865, and the providing of every new house with 
a certain amount of surrounding air space and with 
adequate ventilation. 

Other factors mentioned were the closing of cellar 
dwellings in 1872 , the disconnection of slop pipes, 
the replacement of cesspools by cans, the notification 
of disease in 188% the provision of a fever hospital 
more adequate than the average, and the great im- 
provement of the carding-room of cotton mills. 

This paper leaves out of account factors specially 
dealt with elsewhere, such as the emission of black 
smoke and the spread of tubercular disease, which, 
it is hoped, may be subsequently considered at an 
early date. 

The reading of the paper (which was illustrated 
by many interesting maps and plans) was followed 
by a discussion, in which the president, Drs. 
Kenyon, Vacher, Rhodes, Graham, and Martin 
took part. As the paper naturally introduced the 
larger subject, "The  Preventable Causes of Death 
in Urban Districts," it was resolved to resume the 
discussion of the question in this form at the next 
meeting. 

The president exhibited three photographs, 
representing the face, arms, and feet of a suspected 
case of leprosy--the Swedish woman who lately 
emigrated to America, and was sent back by the 
New York Sanitary Authority. 

(End of Proceedin~s of Society of 2Vledical O~cers ef 
Health .) 

DISTRIBUTION OF I%{ILK THROUGH PIPES.--A 
proposal has been seriously made to convey milk 
by means of pipes to the various consumers. A 
central reservoir is to be constructed and-the milk 
flow to the customers as in a town water supply 
through a system of pipes. I t  is stated that this 
idea is being taken up in New York, and that a 
company has been already formed with a capital of 
three million of dollars. The idea is an insane one ; 
every one should know that it is alone liquids like 
water incapable of fermentation which can be dis- 
tributed in this way successfully. I f  the experi- 
ment is tried the pipes will become so foul from the 
various ferments, that sour, putrid milk is all that 
the customers will obtain. 

 ttbIi   ,aIt . 

A STUDY OF RUSSIAN PROSTITUTES.  
I. 

FOR absolutely the first time we possess a severe 
and accurate study of the "nucleus of prostitu- 
tion." 

The methods adopted by the accomplished lady 
physician, Dr. Pauline Tarnowsky, * for this pur- 
pose were to minutely weigh, measure, and medi- 
cally examine iso.registered, confirmed, and hope- 
less Russian prostitutes : whores by choice, without 
desire for purer lives. These are compared with 
too illiterate Russian women, but of ordinary good 
character, and 50 educated Russian women. 
Pauline sets herself the task to discover the reason 
why there can be found women in full possession 
of their faculties who are ready to deliver their 
bodies up to the lust of any male, old or young, 
brutal, drunken, or unattractive. "Putting on one 
side," says she, "cases of nymphomania, which 
are too rare and exceptionable to be taken into 
account~ how is the physiological state to be ex- 
plained of a woman daily exercising the act ten or 
even twenty times with the first comers, refusing 
even the perogative of female animals in the matter 
of choice, for the fllle des maisans abdicates the 
right: of preference . . . . . .  All these women eat, 
drink, sing, laugh, and, far from thinking their 
state desperate, they commit suicide rarely. They 
have no notion of the anomaly of their condition ; 
they regard their manner of gaining a livelihood 
much in the same way that other people look 
upon such occupations as that of a shopkeeper, a 
workwoman, or a servant." It  may be incredible 
that the individuals constituting this lowest, and 
therefore most repulsive, form of prostitution 
will not revert to more wholesome methods of 
livelihood if a chance occurred ; but the fact is 
irrefutable that a large proportion bought out by 
their relations and provided with easy methods of 
living by work yet return to the old life. This is 
not alone proved by the registers, but it has talkn 
under the personal notice of Tarnowsky, and she 
gives details of several such instances. One of 
these may be briefly cited as an exalaple. In i88o 
a girl 18 years of age arrived at the St. Petersburgh 
railway station from the country, and owing to the 
lateness of the train and the bustle could not find 
friends who had promised to meet her and ulti- 
mately to get her employment. She was accosted 
by a procuress in the guise of an old lady who 
seemed to take an interest in her, offered her em- 
ployment as a servant, and took her to her house, 
which was in effect a maison de lalemnce. A year 
later she was confined, and the father of the child 

* Etude Anthropometr:que sur les Prostitufics et lcs 
Voleuses. par le Docteur Pauline Tarnowsky. Pari% 1889. 


